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WARBLER CENSUS: KIRTLAKD'S HOLDING ITS (ki

LAHSING---The recently completed census of [fichican's rare Kirtland's warbler
indicates the bird is maintaining its currcntrpopu1ation levels

“This year, 213 sinying males were counted, compared to 207 in 1882," says
Lai'ry Ryel of the Department of Matural Resources. "Assumina the presence of one
temale for every male courted, that's a total breeding ponulation of 425 birds.
Since 1971, census takers have counted an average cf 206 male warblers a year,
frea 167 in 1974 to 242 in 1980, Current numbers, hewever, are well below the
432 males Found in 1951 ard the 502 found in 1961," says Rvel, who is in charge
of Stetistics and Surveys for DHR Wildlife Division.

Some 53 vorkers frem the Michigan DHR, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Fich and

Wildlife Service, plus several volunteers.iecated a1l but one of the birds in

(]

seven counties of northern Lower Michican. The one excepticn vas found in the

west central Upper Peninsula. Leading counties ware: Csceda, with 79 nales;
Crawlord, with 72; and Cgenaw, with 42. Similar searches in Cntario, Y“iscensin
and Minnesota failed to turn up any of ihe birds, Rycl says.

The Kirtlend's Varbler Recovery Team, heeded by former DHR wildlife biolrgist
Joehn Byelich of Mio, is directing an exlensive renge managereni program on state

federal Jeck pine lands, designed to provide centinucus habitat for a goal

of 1,000 paijrs of the birds.
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The species nests cnly in dense young stands of jack pine, which spring up

neturally, following forest fires. Meregenent practices include cormercial
timter harvests, prescribed burns, and planting. Eventually, the habitat imorove-

ment will be carried out on seme 2,700 ecres ennually.




